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Significant Article Coming 


Next week the JOURNAL will carry an ar. 
ticle of particular significance for this time 
when the Educational and Evangelistic respon- 
sibilities of our Church are under reassessment. 
Look for “Communicate What?” in the 
next issue of the JOURNAL. 

—H. B. D. 





Montreat College 
Tragedy or Challenge? 


On Monday, May 25th fifty young people 
graduated from Montreat College, thirty-eight 
receiving their diplomas at that time and 
twelve to receive theirs on completion of affiliat- 
ed courses in nursing or business. 


Under the present arrangement this is the last 
class to graduate from Montreat College as a 
four year liberal arts college. Beginning Sep- 
tember Ist Montreat will be operated as a 
Junior College only. 


This editorial is not being written to criticize 
anyone. Montreat College has been the victim 
of some misunderstanding, some misrepresenta- 
tion, a great deal of indifference and an un- 
questioned failure to look at the unique oppor- 
tunities available to our church now and the sit- 
uation to be faced in education within the next 
ten vears. 


First of all Montreat College has a ready- 
made campus and buildings. No where within 
the bounds of our church are there to be found 
facilities such as these for the asking. 


Again, Montreat College has catered to a 
group of young people who wanted an educa- 
tion but who were unable to afford more ex- 
pensive institutions. 


Furthermore, Montreat College has proven its 
great worth to the church as a whole by graduat- 
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ing hundreds of young people who have served 
the church in a most acceptable way in the field 
of Christian education, as missionaries and as 
Christian home makers. 


It is our conviction that Montreat College has 
rendered the church a distinctive service and 
that the future of our church needs the continua- 
tion and strengthening of this institution. 


Be that as it may, the present authorities had 
no alternative other than to change the nature 
of the school, dropping the last two years and 
making it a Junior College only. One of the 
tragedies is the disbanding in the department 
of music which had made the College distinctive 
and outstanding. 


This change was necessitated by lack of funds. 
The General Assembly, unwilling to assume sup- 
port of any institution at the college level, with- 
drew the temporary financial backing it had 
granted. Individual contributions might have 
been sufficient to bridge the gap had there been 
a president on the grounds, but Montreat has 
been without a president for nearly two years. 
The Trustees, confronted with the stark reality 
of unpaid bills and an unbalanced budget did 
the only thing they could do under the cir- 
cumstances. 


Looking into the future there would seem to 
be some constructive things which can and 
should be done. 


The church needs Christian workers, young 
people trained in the Bible, in music, secretarial 
work and the like. The General Assembly’s 
Training School, conducted at the graduate 
level, is unable to supply hundreds of churches 
anxious to secure dedicated and trained workers. 

Montreat College, operated in part in build- 
ings owned by the General Assembly, and con- 
trolled by fifty Trustees all of whom are elected 
either by the General Assembly or the Synods, 
presents a unique opportunity for the Assembly 
to operate an institution which will meet the 
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educational needs of hundreds of young people 
and at the same time have these young people 
channeled into service within the church, both 
at home and abroad. 


This opportunity should prove a challenge 
to the Trustees when they meet in Montreat 
in August. The immediate church-wide need 
for additional workers constitutes one part of 
this challenge. The fact that candidates for a 
college education will double in the next few 
years constitutes the other. 


There is needed a new, open minded evalua- 
tion of the potentials within our grasp and a 
willingness to join in a united effort to capture 
and maintain for our church that which a re- 
juvenated and effectively run Montreat College 
has to offer. 


What to many may seem to be an immediate 
tragedy can yet become a great challenge to 
our church. 

—L. N. B. 





More on Morality 


Mr. Oren D. Pritchard (our good neighbor) , 
the President of the National Association of 
Life Underwriters, has just released some in- 
teresting figures. 


For every dollar spent on charity the better 
known local, private groups must collect one 
dollar and seven cents. To spend a similar dol- 
lar a municipality must collect a dollar twenty 
seven. On the state level this overhead rises from 
twenty seven cents to one dollar. The state 
must collect two dollars for every one spent on 
charity. But the government must collect three 
dollars for every one dollar that the receipient 
gets. 


Near Indianapolis a business man bought a 
small acreage. It had not been farmed for some 
time. For promising not to raise corn on it, 
he is paid twenty five dollars an acre. Sensing 
his advantage, he now rents extra acres from a 
less intelligent man for twelve dollars a year, 
and receives twenty five dollars from the gov- 
ernment for doing nothing with them. 


Another gentleman was approaching sixty- 
five. He knew he would be forced to retire. 
But his boss said, Don’t retire; let me fire you. 
Then you can collect twenty-six weeks of un- 
employment benefits and get your pension too. 


The force that is disintegrating the United 
States is not inflation. That is only a symptom. 
Nor is it Khrushchev. Some spunk could take 
care of him. The eroding evil of our land is 
the immorality of the people. Honesty has 
been discarded. False ideals have been accepted. 
And the results are raids on the public treasury, 
the cheapening of our money, legal privileges 
granted to pressure groups, the inability of the 
courts to deal with communist infiltration, and 
all the drunkenness and adultery that goes on 
with the law’s approval. 


One thing that our country needs is a good 


dose of Christian moral standards. 
—G. H. C. 


Shall the Gospel Be Modified 
To Suit the Intelligentsia? 


This is the aim of sundry theologians or phil- 
osophers of religion today, as yesterday. Is the 
prominent preacher or scholar a religious vir- 
tuoso able to take the score and adapt it as 
seems to him best to suit the whims of the cur- 
rent audience? Or was Browning nearer right 
when he described the ancient disciple as com- 
missioned to set down naught but the given 
word, with nothing left to “any arbitrament” 
to choose or change? 





There have been two movements in the his- 
tory of Christian thought. In ancient Alex- 
andria, Clement and Origen sought to synthe- 
size Platonism and the Christian faith. Near 
the other end of the Mediterranean, Tertullian 
objected: what fellowship has Athens with 
Jerusalem, the school of earth with the school 
of heaven? The one is the movement of syn- 
thesis, the other that of diastasis. Thomas 
Aquinas sought to unite Augustine and Aris- 
totle; Luther to free Christian education from 
the domination of “that mad pagan Aristotle.” 


When our Lord travelled through the cities 
of Galilee with His matchless invitation “Come 
unto ME”, the wise and the sophisticated re- 
jected Him, but the Father revealed Him unto 
babes. In the Church in Corinth there were 
not many wise, not many mighty, not many 
noble. For in the wisdom of God it pleased God 
that the world by its wisdom should not know 
God. In other words neither Jesus nor Paul 
kow-towed to the intellectualism of their day. 
And the reason that neither conformed to the 
demands of the high brows was that the Gospel 
was of Divine revelation. 
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It is being better recognized to-day that Jesus 
revealed in His conduct the true attitude of 
God toward sinners. In the parables of Luke 
fifteen He defends His own receiving of sinners 
and eating with them by showing that this is the 
attitude of heaven, of the angels of God, of the 
Father. The parables are not general truths but 
Christian proclamation of the gracious God as 
He reveals Himself in Jesus Christ. In Jesus’ 
own Gospel, His life, His work and His death 
are the authoritative word of one who is able 
to say ‘Abba’, who in God’s authority calls sin- 
ners to His table, and who goes to the cross as 
Servant of God — this is God’s revelation by 
which the Father calls believers to the Son. 


Likewise Paul preached Christ as crucified 
despite the fact that it was a stumbling block 
unto the JEWS AND FOOLISHNESS TO THE 
GREEKS, just because it was God’s revelation 
and as such the power of God and the wisdom 
of God to those who were being saved. In other 
words the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ and the meaning given to the same in the 
Word are the revelation of God for the salva- 
tion of men. Because this is the revealed wis- 
dom of God, we may not modify it to suit the 
intelligentsia of our age. To decode the Gospel 
in such a fashion as to make it acceptable to 
the unregenerated man would be to treat it as if 
it were not God’s Gospel. 


For Dr. Fosdick’s hymn the Gospel is 
“Thine Ancient Church’s Story’, and accord- 
ingly the noted “liberal” decodes it to suit the 
taste of American university men. For Paul 
the Gospel is neither from men nor through a 
man, but came by revelation of Jesus Christ. 


He declares that he has been entrusted with 
the Gospel of God which He promised before 
through the OT prophets. In Galatians, he 
asserts that this Gospel is of no human strain. 
The Gospel concerning Jesus Christ is given 
for the glory of God. The Holy Spirit ac- 
companies and honors the preaching of this 
Gospel in the saving of souls, as He does not 
use the philosophies of men. This is a case of 
trust funds. We have been entrusted with the 
Gospel by God. He has counted us faithful. 
We dare not speculate with trust funds. 


Of course, a word needs to be said about the 
danger of getting our personalities, sins, and 
prejudices in the way of the free course of the 
Gospel. Thornwell said that we have no more 
right to exaggerate the defense of the Gospel 
than we have to avoid that offense. The Gos- 
pel is greater than any of its preachers and we 
need to be continually on guard lest the 
shadow of puny man curtail the richness and 
fullness of God’s love in Christ. Neither my 
limitations nor the fancied demands of the 
intelligentsia ought to intercept the presenta- 
tion of the Gospel of God which is as full as it 
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is free and as free as it is full. Let us present 
Christ clothed with His Gospel, and pray God 
to use it for conversions that are not only de- 
cisions and committals but primarily revelations 
which show us ourselves as lost and shut us up 
to Christ as our Saviour and our Lord. 

—W. C. R. 





The Australian Crusades 
RANDOM NOTES 


The final meeting in Brisbane on Sunday, 
May 3lst, brought to a conclusion the series of 
Crusades which began in Melbourne on Feb- 
ruary 15th. 


Never in the history of Mr. Graham’s work 
has there been such evident working of the 
Holy Spirit on a nation-wide scale as has been 
true in Australia. 


Unprecedented crowds, one of 150,000, an- 
other of 130,000 with tens of thousands in at- 
tendance every night, are not in themselves con- 
vincing. But the reports of pastors and other 
Christian workers are convincing, and the stories 
of individual conversion experiences will go 
down in the history of evangelism as a renewed 
evidence of the power of the simple Gospel 
message to bring repentance and salvation in 
the Twentieth Century as well as in the First. 


We have before us letters and newspaper re- 
ports, as well as religious journals which tell 
in graphic ways of that which God has been do- 
ing in a continent which has never before known 
revival. Many of these reports sound like a 
modern Acts of the Apostles. 


One Presbyterian minister tells of four doc- 
tors and their wives, all making decisions on 
the same night in the Sydney Crusade, who 
joined his church on profession of faith the 
following Sunday. This church received 615 
new members from the Crusade. 


It is the concensus of all that for the first 
time in her history Christianity and Christ are 
matters of open discussion in the secular life of 
Australia. Ministers report that it is now easy 
to approach people with the claims of Christ 
and churches are finding attendance doubled 
and redoubled. 


The Sydney Sunday Mirror reports crime 
down 50 percent in that city. Also this paper 
reported these incidents: A gunman handed his 
revolver to a counsellor; a burglar surrendered 
his kit of tools; an ex-convict was converted 
on his way to commit a crime; 500 Sydney Uni- 
versity students made decisions; a man contem- 
plating suicide changed his mind; more than 60 
of Sydney’s leading business men made deci- 
sions for Christ; 300 school teachers have done 
the same; a business man had written off a 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





ti ta et nt 


ee 




















large debt, only to have it paid, with interest, 
by a convert. 


At the personal level the stories of dramatic 
conversions come from every hand, stories which 
warm the spirit and renew confidence in God's 
saving power. 


One day Mr. Graham spoke to the students 
at Sydney University. 4000 of them gave up 
their lunch time to attend the meeting and the 
interest was intense. The same was true at 
Melbourne University. 


One phenomenon which aroused considerable 
local interest was the report of the Sydney 
Weather Bureau. Mr. Graham’s meetings were 
all held in the open air. The average rainfall 
during the period covered by the Crusade has 
been 515 “points”. This year, the rainfall only 
amounted to 161 ‘points’. But even when it 
did rain it did not stop the crowds. One night 
27,000 sat in a driving rain for two hours to 
listen to the Gospel. 


Another feature of the meetings was their ex- 
tension by “land lines’ (telephone lines) to 125 
cities and towns where people would congregate 
in churches or civic auditoriums to listen. Lo- 
cal pastors would counsel with the hundreds who 
made pubic decisions in these remote gatherings. 
In some places as many as 5,000 gathered. The 
Sydney Daily Telegraph reported more than 
100 prisoners in local prisons had made public 
profession of Christ within the week, all be- 
cause of listening to the preaching by remote 
receivers. 


On Monday, May I1th, the Sydney Morning 
Herald devoted eight of the ten columns on 
the front page to reporting the final meeting 
of the Crusade. 


Dr. Gordon Powell of St. Stephen’s Presby- 
terian Church said his own church was over- 
whelmed by new life and action. 


Anglican Bishop Kerle, Chairman of the Syd- 
ney Crusade, spoke in most glowing terms of 
the general impact on the city and on the 
churches of his own denomination. Another 
Anglican, Canon Morton, said that Mr. Gra- 
ham’s preaching had “penetrated the thick 
skins of a lot of people around here.” 


One man, divorced from his wife, attended 
a meeting with another woman. He saw his 
former wife go forward, stepped forward and 
taking her hand the two stood with bowed 
heads. The two were to be remarried in a 
few days. 


A bank clerk came under conviction of sin 
and later went to the manager of his bank and 
confessed that he had stolen from the bank 
several years ago. The clerk expected to be 
dismissed but the manager was so impressed 
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by this man’s testimony that he went to hear 
Mr. Graham preach and also made a decision 
for Christ. 


At Canberra, the federal capital of Australia, 
Mr. Graham was the guest of the American am- 
bassador, Mr. J. Sebald. He was a luncheon 
guest of the Governor-General, Sir William 
Slim and Lady Slim. Later the Ambassador 
accompanied him on a visit to the Acting-Prime 
Minister’s for tea. That evening he gave a recep- 
tion at the embassy for Mr. Graham and mem- 
bers of his team. 


A man dying with cancer was carried to one 
meeting and received Christ as his Saviour. 
Mr. Graham heard that this man and his family, 
Dutch immigrants, were living under miserable 
conditions. The next night he told his audience 
of the man’s plight. Within hours several 
homes in Sydney had been opened to this man 
and his family. Nursing care was also proffered. 
The newspapers gave considerable publicity to 
this incident. To one newsman he said: “Be 
fore, I was afraid to die; but now I have Christ 
and I am not afraid any more.” 


Dr. James Stewart of Edinburgh was a visitor 
to Australia during the Crusade and spoke in 
warmest appreciation of Mr. Graham’s ministry 
as he had already done in both Scotland and 
England. Calling Mr. Graham “one of the 
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greatest Christian figures of the century”, he 
said even in his preaching to the masses he 
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presents “a fairly profound theology of the 
Christian faith.” He went on to say in a news- 
paper interview: “There is plenty of room fot 
Dr. Graham’s type of evangelism in everyday 
orthodox Christian practice.” 


Bishop Marcus Loans, Anglican, said that the 
“huge response to the Crusade indicated a sense 
of spiritual need. These have been remarkable 
days”, he added. 


Eric Baume, noted Australian columnist, de- 
voted several of his daily columns to the Cru- 
sades and to Mr. Graham. In one of these he 
wrote: “And I, as an infidel, but a convinced 
Theist, will not hear a word against him”... 
“I, personally, cannot accept all he preaches. 
But that does not debar me from thanking him 
for coming to Australia.” 


In another column Baume paid his respects 
to Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., who had sent him a 
pamphlet, of which he is the author, attacking 
Mr. Graham. Baum quoted Dr. Jones question: 
“Is Billy Graham’s sponsorship by modernists, 
infidels and unbelievers justified in the Scrip- 
tures?” and proceeds to say: “I have the honor 
of acquaintanship with many of Graham’s spon- 
sors here. To call them infidel preachers is rat- 
bag reasoning. And to suggest that the Gospel 
must be preached only to Fundamentalists of 
the Bob Jones type is infantile . . . The vivid- 
ness of the man’s mission is his challenge to the 
unconverted. They are the ones who walk to- 
wards him at his call to decision . . . I cannot 
understand such an attack on one GOOD man 
when there are so many EVIL men in the 
world. If that’s the teaching at Bob Jones Uni- 
versity I'll settle for a NSW intermediate cer- 
tificate.” 

The Sydney Datly Mirror reported that in- 
quiries among leading Sydney churchmen 
showed that the local churches were filling as 
a result of the Crusade. Within one week after 
the Crusade started some churches were already 
reporting a 30 per cent increase in attendance. 
By the end of the Crusade local church at- 
tendance had soared to unprecedented highs. 
This same newspaper reported that the majority 
of new converts in the churches were young 
people. 


Dr. Alan Walker reported there were “splen- 
did gains” in terms of new Christians in the 
churches. 

Most heartening of all has been the response 
of the ministers in assuming responsibility for 
follow-up work. They realize that the ultimate 
development of these new Christians will de- 
pend on faithful nurturing of them in the faith. 

A familiar refrain from Dr. Graham, mem- 
bers of his team, and from Christian leaders 
across Australia is found in these words: 
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“To God be the glory, great things He hath 
done.” 


Mr. Graham is due to leave Australia on the 
night of May 3lst, flying to Europe where he 
faces a series of important engagements before 
returning to America the last of June. 


He reports his eyesight greatly improved but 
his friends are concerned that on his return 
home he shall receive the rest and quiet which 
he so greatly needs and so richly deserves. 

—L. N. B. 


The Bible Says 


By Rev. T. P. McEvoy, B.A. 


Minister Presbyterian Church 
Cronulla 


The Editors have honored me by a request 
for a “Qualitative Analysis” of the Billy Graham 
Mission during its progress. May I, by way of 
apology for my tardiness (the Mission is almost 
through its third week) say how great a task 
it is to glean a true picture of something that 
it taking place on such a vast scale. 535,000 
people are estimated to have attended so far, 
with 36,000 decisions and reaffirmations. Or- 
ganized parties are coming from north, south 
and west, from places four to six hundred miles 
distant, including a trainload from Melbourne. 
Each night about 200 buses come from suburban 
und outer-city areas for distances of up to a 
hundred miles. It is no exaggeration to affirm 
that the hugeness of this response, whilst it has 
rejoiced our hearts, has filled us with a sense 
of responsibility that is awe-inspiring in its 
possibilities for the future of God’s Kingdom. 
At this stage it is too early to assess results. The 
years to come will tell their own story of lives 
transformed by the old Gospel Redeeming Love. 


What is the secret of this remarkable move- 
ment in our land? For the blessing is not by 
any means confined to Sydney and its environs. 
We are prepared to admit the presence of Mass 
Suggestion but only to a very limited extent, 
and if anything much less prevalent than in 
movements of the Spirit in every great Revival. 
There has not come to my notice one instance 
of Hysteria or undue emotional stress. There 
may be many who, because their friends go out, 
go with them. There may, indeed, be many 
others who, because confessing Christ is for 
the moment the “popular” thing to do, rise up 
in these meetings and profess His Name, with- 
out having counted the cost. But no one who 
witnesses the hundreds who make their way, 
night after night, to the front, could fail to be 
profoundly impressed by the quiet earnestness 
that is the sailent feature of the confessors. 
With the possible exception of a small propor- 
tion of schoolchildren, these folks know well 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 














the nature of the step they are taknig. Follow- 
up visitation affords convincing evidence that 
on the part of most inquirers a work of grace 
has taken place and the impression left behind 
is not one produced by the Thousand Voice 
Choir, nor by what some derisively describe 
as “American Mass Evangelism”, but by the 
preaching of the Word of God. This is the dy- 
namic whereby such phenomenal blessing has 
been outpoured upon this city. On all sides 
one hears appreciation of Dr. Graham's simple 
presentation of the Message, his convincing sin- 
cerity and his inescapable directness. He does 
not draw his bow “at a venture” and does not 
spare the feelings of any of his hearers. His aim 
is straight and sure! 


A second most impressive feature of this Syd- 
ney Crusade is the fact that never before in our 
history were the major Protestant denominations 
so closely united in a cooperative effort. Lead- 
ing men from these churches serve on the Com- 
mittee, united meetings for prayer, and Coun- 
sellor-Preparation, have bound them together in 
unprecedented fashion and as Alan Walker put 
it: Evangelism has proved to be a factor in 
church unity undreamt-of before. Truly, Billy 
Graham and his team find themselves amongst 
strange bedfellows, Evangelical Bishops of the 
Church of England cheek-by-jowl with Ply- 
mouth Brethren and men who still cling to the 
tawdry rags of Modernism acting on committees 
with extreme conservatives and others who ad- 
here to Graham's belief in the inerrancy of the 
Revelation of God’s Will through the Holy 
Scriptures. 


What single factor or factors account for the 
teamwork of such a heterogeneous band of work- 
ers whose sincerity and wholehearted desire to 
see the Crusade succeed is beyond question? A 
common need — the Church’s renewing and a 
conviction that Billy Graham under God is the 
Man of the Hour, has welded Sydney church- 
men into a unity never known before. 


Billy Graham’s preaching, from a point of 
view of its subject matter, is not great preaching, 
although his presentation is beyond question 
pulpit mastery without compeer in our day. He 
is a “Master of rapid transitions” who uses 
laughter as a relief from tension and, in a twink- 
ling, brings his hearers back to the sternest of 
moods. But it is my conviction that his em- 
phasis upon the Holy Scriptures and the relent- 
less logic of its teaching is the secret of the con- 
victing power of his preaching. At times his 
interpretation of the Bible is far from correct 
in some of its emphasis. For instance, in his 
sermon on Acts 26, V. 25, he spoke of Faith as 
if it were a faculty possessed by New Man and 
Natural Man alike: we all have the ability to 
believe God. Do you believe what He says and 
act upon it? I do not assert the above to be 
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varbatim but it is the impression lelt upon me 
by his words. 


At other times Dr. Graham emphasizes what 
scems to be a belief in Prevenient Grace: “Long, 
before you were born God set in motion forces 
in your life that led to you being here to-night. 
This is the moment for which you were born”. 
Bishop Handley C. Moule’s dictum that a Chris- 
tian should be “A Calvinist on his knees but 
an Arminian on his feet”, might be a useful 
guide to this great evangelist’s theology. Later 
in the week Billy preached on “Samson” and 
never since Wilton’s “Agonistes” son of Rechab 
has the story of the erring been so tellingly used. 
Despite the preacher’s omission to tell his au- 
dience that, notwithstanding Samson’s huge bi- 
ceps, his most tremendous exploits, such as 
that of carrying away the gates of Ashkelon, 
were made possible by the Spirit of the Lord 
coming upon him. But we do not wish to give 
the impression that Dr. Graham himself is in the 
hands of the Philistines!! Far from it. We 
hasten to add that God used both sermons from 
which we have quoted to win many hundreds 
for His Kingdom. His central message of the 
Cross is, beyond question, that which God uses 
to break the rock in pieces and prove that the 
Old Gospel, the Historic Christian Kerygma of 
the New Testament, is still, in the 20th Century, 
“the Power of God unto salvation to everyone 
that believeth”. 


Permit an expression of opinion on results 
so far. It is of course too soon to assess the 
effect of the Mission on Church and community. 
Scoffers there are a-plenty, some of them preach- 
ers, others sincere men who fight shy of results 
obtained in such daring fashion. They prefer 
the quiet persistence of an evangelical ministry. 
But we point such good men to Pentecost and 
to the many visitations of the Spirit since then 
and are confident that God is doing for us in 
Australia a similar work of grace. To make 
such a bold affirmation, as I said earlier, it is 
not necessary, to deny the presence of factors 
such as have been manifested in all previous 
Revivals, nor do we claim, as the Newspapers 
report, that all who go out confess Christ for 
the first time. A sizable proportion go forward 
in order to reaffirm their faith, and some to 
seek assurance, but we do hold that the quiet 
eagerness of most is a sure evidence of the work- 
ing of the Holy Spirit in our midst. The effects 
of Dr. Graham’s work upon those who partici- 
pate, lay and cleric alike, seem incredible: I 
mean their joyful acceptance of his message, 
its reception by their own people, and their de- 
clared intention to be faithful in the Follow- 
Up within the parishes. For all of which “we 
thank God and take courage”, giving thanks 
for God’s Servant and his insistent witness to the 
Bible as “the Word of God.” 
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A Misleading Footnote 
RSV I Tim. 1:16 


There have been occasions to protest at least 
two marginal readings in the RSV New Testa- 
ment. The 1946 edition made no reference 
to the reading God in John 1:18, even though 
that was the reading of the oldest authorities 
and was given in the critical text and in the 
margins of the 1881 ERV and in the 1901 ASV 
— as a result of protests the 1952 version has 
this at least in the margin. Then there was 
occasion to prove that the 1952 RSV footnote 
under Matthew 1:16 was in error and get this 
corrected in the 1953 printing. 


The footnote under I Tim. 1:16 reads: 


“Greek Who; some ancient authorities read 
God; others, Which, This gives the misleading 
impression that all of the Greek texts read Who, 
and that some other non-Greek authorities give 
God and Which. We hasten to add that we do 
not think that this was the intention of the 
RSV editors. We rather think that the purpose 
was to indicate that the English rendering 
“He” was not exactly the Greek but an ap- 
proximation to the Greek “Who”. Neverthe- 
less to those who do not have the Greek text 
before them with some knowledge of the criti- 
cal apparatus it does convey an erroneous sense. 


As a matter of fact, the majority of the Greek 
texts have the word God here, and a few have 
the word Which. The present state of critical 
opinion is that the oldest manuscripts have 
the word Who, and this opinion sustains the 
RSV effort to render that in their English text. 
While we are not challenging their text, it may 
be said that the inability to render the Greek 
word hos into its equivalent who and the neces- 
sity of taking an inexact rendering he, may 
further raise the question as to whether the 
original were not rather, God. That position 
was vigorously defended by Dean J]. W. Burgon 
in The Revision Revised and in our day by 
Dr. E. F. Hills in The King James’ Version De- 
fended. It was held by Patriarch Macedonius 
of Constantinople in the period of 500 A. D., 
indeed Emperor Anastasius removed this pat- 
riarch for standing for the rendering God. The 
Dialogues of Theodoret of Cyrus two genera- 
tions earlier as well as Gregory of Nyssa vs 
Eunomius show that Macedonius was no in- 
novator in the matter of this rendering; and 
some find indications that this was the primitive 
reading in Ignatius To the Ephesians, 19 & 7 
and To the Magnesians 8. 


Authorities differ as to what was the original 
word in some of the oldest manuscripts, such 
as codex A, since a contraction of the Greek 
word for God differs very slightly from the 
Greek for Who. 
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Whatever be the final determination as to the 
reading of I Tim. 1:16, the testimony of the 
whole New Testament and the response of 
Christian faith is that Jesus Christ is God mani- 
fest in the flesh. 

—W. C. R. 





Statue of the Virgin for Iona 


Rev. Dr. George F. MacLeod, leader of the 
lona Community, had a long and plausible ar- 
ticle in a daily paper at the beginning of Feb- 
ruary, defending the erection of a statue repre- 
senting the Virgin Mary in the buildings con- 
nected with the Iona Abbey. He had a great 
deal to say about who suggested the making of 
it, about the artist, about who would pay for 
it and soon. When we got rid of all this “dust,” 
the plain fact is that Dr. MacLeod and others 
in the Church of Scotland are proceeding apace 
and boldly to introduce practices where and 
whenever they can. Rev. Dr. Charles L. Warr, 
of St. Giles, Cathedral, Edinburgh, a trustee 
of Iona Abbey said, “I suppose some people will 
object although I can’t see why. Let there be a 
controversy. The Trustees are reputable men 
and have a perfect right to erect what they 
choose in Iona.” The tone of these remarks is 
indeed indicative of an evil determination to 
condone anything in the religious life of Scot- 
land which shall assist in obliterating the testi- 
mony of Scottish Protestant Reformers. Those 
who have a high place in the professing Chris- 
tian Church, and know not the grace and sim- 
plicity of the gospel of Christ, in doctrine, ex- 
perience and practice, find fleshly satisfaction 
in that which appeals to the natural eye and 
senses in Romish forms and symbols. It is 
not a spiritual mind which supports the erection 
of such a statue. The spiritual mind in the 
child of God has no need of such idolatrous 
and nonsensical aids to worship. Dr. MacLeod 
and his supporters are like little children play- 
ing with expensive toys, and such as are dan- 
gerous to the souls of men. Will other ministers 
and laymen in the Church protest and ban the 
statue, as far as their powers will permit them 
to go in Presbyteries and Assembly? ... It is a 
time for much prayer on the part of those who 
fear the Lord. 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 21 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jehoshaphat, Wise King of Judah 


Background Scripture: II Chronicles 17; 19; 20 
Devotional Reading: II Chronicles 20:5-12, 18-21 


After the division of the kingdom we notice several striking differences between the Northern 
and Southern Kingdoms. One is that while in the Northern Kingdom there were nine different dy- 
nasties, in the Southern Kingdom the line of David continued except for the period when Athaliah 
usurped the throne while the real heir to the throne, Joash, was saved from being killed, and kept in 
hiding until he could be enthroned. Athaliah, the daughter of Jezebel attempted to introduce Baal 


worship into Judah as her mother did into 
Israel. The line of the house of David was 
continued under Joash. The second difference 
was that while in the Northern Kingdom all 
the kings did evil in the sight of the Lord, in 
the Southern Kingdom we have several good 
kings who brought the people back to God. 
Israel was led into sin by Jeroboam who made 
the two calves, and under Ahab and Jezebel, 
out and out idolatry in the form of Baalism, 
became the national religion. Some of the 
Northern kings were able men, but all wrought 
evil in God's sight. Another difference, to be 
expected, was, that the Northern Kingdom was 
carried into captivity sooner than Judah and 
these captives became known as “the lost tribes”. 
The captivity of Judah lasted for seventy years 
and then some returned to their own land. 


Let us look at some of the kings which pre- 
ceded Jehoshaphat. The kingdom was divided 
when Rehoboam made his foolish answer to 
those who came to crown him king and ten 
tribes revolted under the leadership of Jero- 
boam. And he did evil, because he prepared 
not his heart to seek the Lord. Abijam, his 
son, reigned in his stead, and he walked in all 
the sins of father, which he had done before 
him; and his heart was not perfect with the 
Lord his God, as the heart of David his father. 
And Abijam slept with his fathers; and they 
buried him in the city of David; and Asa his 
son reigned in his stead. And Asa did that 
which was right in the eyes of the Lord, as did 

David his father. He instituted many reforms, 
taking away the Sodomites out of the land, 
and removing the idols. He removed his moth- 
er Maachah from being queen because she had 
made an idol in a grove. And Jehoshaphat his 
son reigned in his stead, and it is about him, 
wise king of Judah, that we study today. 
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I. Some Wise Things Which He did: Chap- 


ter 17 


He strengthened himself against Israel with 
whom the Southern Kingdom had been at war, 
and he placed forces in all the fenced cities 
of Judah. And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat 
because he walked in the first ways of David 
his father and sought not unto Baalim, but 
sought after the doings of Israel. Therefore 
the Lord established the kingdom in his hand; 
and all Judah brought him presents; and he 
had riches and honor in abundance. His heart 
was lifted up in the ways of the Lord; more- 
over he took away the high places and groves out 
of Judah. If the fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of wisdom, then Jehoshaphat was a wise 
king. 


He sent out teachers in all the land of Judah, 
and they taught the Book of the law of the 
Lord. Here again we find him doing a wise 
thing. To teach his people the law of the Lord 
was one of the things he could do, for we not 
only need to destroy idols and groves, but we 
need to teach people the Word of God. In 
America today we are following a very foolish 
policy in many states by not teaching God's 
Word. In some states it is not even allowed 
to be read. We are educating a generation of 
pagans as far as our public schools are concerned. 
In some states, like North Carolina, the Bible 
can be taught. We are concerned about Juve- 
nile delinquency and many articles have been 
written about it. One of the best ways of keep- 
ing our young people from going astray would 
be to teach them diligently the Word of God, 
and drill them in His commandments. We 
should not leave this important matter to our 
Sunday Schools and to the home. I believe we 
should teach the Word to our people. 
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The fear of the Lord fell upon the surround- 
ing nations, and some of the Philistines brought 
presents, and tribute silver. He did many works 
in the cities of Judah and gathered to Him 
many mighty men. 


Il. A Very Foolish Thing Which He dtd: 
Chapter 18 


I wish to include this chapter even though 
it was in our lesson some time back. Wise men 
can do some very foolish things. Jehoshaphat’s 
weakness was his friendship with Ahab: he 
joined affinity with Ahab and as we saw a Sun- 
day or two ago was severely rebuked by Jehu 
the son of Hanani. He nearly lost his life by 
going into battle with Ahab. Allow me to en- 
large upon what I said before. In our homes, 
in business, in politics, and in our relation to 
other countries it never pays to help the un- 
godly and love those who hate the Lord. We 
are to marry in the Lord. I have seen much 
unhappiness in homes because one of the part- 
ners was a Christian while the other was not. 
One of the first questions that a young person 
should ask is this, Is the one I date a Christian? 
It is hard enough to build a Christian home 
when both husband and wife are Christians. 
Then, in business, we should have Christian 
partners. “Politics make strange bed-fellows”, 
but even here a Christian cannot afford to ally 
himself with those who are not Christian. 
In our alliances with other nations the same 
thing is true. In the first World War we allied 
ourselves with heathen Japan and suffered for 
it. In the second World War we had atheistic 
Russia as an ally and we are reaping the harvest 
now. Jehoshaphat, a wise king, did a very 
foolish thing when he allied himself with Ahab 
and allowed his son to marry Jezebel’s daughter. 
He almost brought ruin upon Judah by this 
latter, for Athaliah usurped the throne and 
killed all the seed royal except the baby boy 
who was saved. 


III. Some More Wise Things Which He Did: 
Chapter 19 


When Jehoshaphat returned to Jerusalem 
from the battle with Syria Jehu the son of 
Hanani went to meet him and said to him, 
Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them 
that hate the Lord? therefore is wrath upon thee 
from before the Lord. Nevertheless there are 
good things found in thee. It is indeed a sad 
thing to see a good man make a mistake, for 
his alliance almost ruined Judah when Athaliah 
usurped the throne as we shall see. 


He set judges in the land and said to them, 
Take heed what ye do; for ye judge not for 
man, but for the Lord. Wherefore now let the 
fear of the Lord be upon you: take heed and 
do it: for there is no iniquity with the Lord 


our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of 
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gifts. This was one of the wisest things he could 
do and His instructions ought to be read and 
heeded by every judge in the land. As long as 
we have the right kind of judges our land is 
pretty safe, but if our judicial representatives 
become corrupt then we are doomed. This is 
especially true in a country like the United 
States. Our Supreme Court is our last line of 
defense for we have no higher court to which 
we can appeal. These instructions given to the 
judges whom Jehoshaphat sent out should be 
the guide of every member of our Supreme 
Court as well as every other judge in the land. 
The most important part of our government 
rests in their hands and these men should be 
Christian men, absolutely incorruptible. In 
Jerusalem He set of the Levites, and of the 
priests, and of the chief of the fathers for the 
judgment of the Lord and he charged them, 
saying, Thus shall ye do in the fear of the Lord, 
faithfully, and with a perfect heart. He saw to 
it that the right sort of men were chosen for 
judges. In our country I am afraid we are 
not so careful in selecting our judges but we al- 
low political expediency to guide us. He en- 
courages them to deal courageously, and the 
Lord shall be with the good. 


IV. A Most Remarkable Battle: Chapter 20 

The children of Moab and the children of 
Ammon with others came against Jehoshaphat 
to battle and when he was told that this great 
multitude was coming against him, he did a 
very wise thing. He set himself to seek the Lord 
and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. He 
did not wait until the enemy was about to 
conquer, but sought the Lord first. We usually 
wait until we are afraid we will be overcome 
and then call upon the Lord. He makes a direct 
plea for help from the Lord also Who has all 
power, reminding Him of Solomon’s prayer 
when the temple was dedicated. He closes it by 
saying, O our God, wilt thou not judge them? 
for we have no might against this great company 
that cometh against us; neither know we what 
to do; but our eyes are upon thee. How could 
the Lord refuse to answer a prayer like that? 


The answer came through Jahaziel inspired 
by the Spirit of the Lord: Thus saith the Lord 
unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason 
of this great multitude; for the battle is not 
yours, but God’s. Ye shall not need to fight in 
this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and 
see the salvation of the Lord. And the king 
and all Judah worshiped the Lord. And when 
he had consulted with the people he appointed 
singers unto the Lord who, as they went out 
before the army said, Praise the Lord; for His 
mercy endureth forever. And when they began 
to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambushments 
against the enemy and they were smitten, fight- 
ing with each other, and every one helped to 
destroy another. 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Lutheran Church 


Scripture: Romans 3:19-26 
Suggested Hymns: 

“My Faith Looks up to Thee” 

“\ Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

“Ah Dearest Jesus” or “Away in a Manger” 
Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Both historically and numerically the Luth- 
eran Church is one of the great churches of 
Christendom. No one knows exactly how many 
Lutherans there are in the world today, because 
Lutheranism is very strong in many of the coun- 
tries which are separated from the free world 
by the “iron curtain”. Only a guess can be 
made, but it has been estimated that there are 
approximately seventy million Lutherans in the 
world today. About ten per cent of these are 
members of American Lutheran bodies. 


As we have done in our studies of other 
churches, we shall also do with our study of 
Lutheranism ... we shall consider the history, 
the beliefs, and the government. 

First Speaker: 

The name “Lutheran” was a derisive nick- 
name given to the followers of Martin Luther 
at the time of his revolt against the Roman 
Catholic Church. The events connected with 
Luther’s break with Rome are generally quite 
well known. Through the study of the Bible 
he came to believe that lost sinners could be 
saved (or justified) only by trusting in what 
Christ had done for their salvation, and not 
by good works of their own, ceremonies of the 
church, and especially not by the sale of 
dulgences. Luther, who was himself a Roman 
priest, had not intended to establish a new 
church, but merely to reform the church in 
which he already found himself. The Roman 
Church, however, had no intention of being 
“reformed”, and called on Luther to retract his 
statements and accusations, which he courageous- 
ly refused to do. Luther was excommunicated by 
the Pope, and the church which he founded, 
based on convictions about the true teachings 
of the Bible, came to be known as the Lutheran 
Church. 
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Luther’s Longer and Shorter Catechisms were 
written in 1529. The next year the Augsburg 
Confession appeared, having been written by his 
associate, Philip Melanchthon. Luther, Me- 
lanchthon, and other Christian leaders combined 
to bring forth the Smalcald Articles of Faith 
in 1537. The final statement of Lutheran faith 
of this period was the Formula of Concord, 
produced in 1580. These historic statements 
continue to be honored in the Lutheran 
Churches as accurate interpretations of the 
Scriptures. 


There were two main streams of the Reforma- 
tion. One was evangelical Lutheranism led by 
Luther and Melancthon, and the other was the 
Reformed branch led by Calvin, Zwingli, and 
Knox. Lutheranism sought to retain from their 
former church traditions all that which was 
not forbidden by Scripture. The Reformed 
idea was more thoroughgoing, as they insisted 
that nothing should be retained which was not 
positively taught in Scripture. 


Lutheranism was popular not merely in Ger- 
many, the land of its birth. It soon spread to 
Poland, Russia, Lithuania, Czechoslovakia, Aus- 
tralia, Hungary, Yugoslavia, France, and Hol- 
land. It became in time the established state 
church in Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, 
Iceland, Estonia, and Latvia. 

A Lutheran Christmas service was held on 
Hudson Bay in 1619, just ninety-eight years 
after Luther broke with Rome. A congrega- 
tion was worshipping in New Amsterdam (later 
to be New York) in 1623. The first all-Lutheran 
colony was established in 1638 at Fort Christiana 
on the Delaware. Lutheranism developed slow- 
ly until Henry Muhlenburg arrived from Europe 
to take the lead in organizing the church. Under 
his leadership the Middle Atlantic colonies were 
organized into the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
in 1748. Other synods were organized slowly; New 
York in 1786, North Carolina in 1803, Ohio in 
1836, Maryland in 1840, and the famous Mis- 
sourl Synod in 1847. 


The halfway mark of the nineteenth century 
was the beginning of a new era for Lutheranism 
in America. million Germans emigrated to 
the United States between 1850 and 1860, and 
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most of them were Lutherans. 
from Lutheran countries of Europe and evan- 
gelization among the Lutherans of America 
pushed membership from 500,000 in 1870 to 
2,250,000 in 1910. This growth has continued 
until there are now an estimated seven million 
Lutherans in America. 


Immigration 


Lutherans have been criticized for their nu- 
merous divisions within their own ranks. At 
one time there were 150 separate Lutheran bod- 
ies in America. It must be recognized that 
many of these were due to language differences. 
The language problem is no longer of so great 
importance, and the number of Lutheran organ- 
izations has been reduced to eighteen by means 
of a series of unions and federations. 


Second Speaker: 

The official statement of belief of most Lu- 
theran churches is contained in the three creeds 
of the early Christian Church: Nicene, and 
Athanasian Creeds. As has already been stated, 
Lutherans hold the five Lutheran statements 
of the sixteenth century in high esteem. Three 
of the main points of traditional Lutheran be- 
lief are: justification by faith alone, the priest- 
hood of all believers, and the importance of 
the Scriptures as a rule of faith and life to be 
studied by all people. 


The two sacraments of baptism and the Lord's 
Supper are not merely signs and symbols, ac- 
cording to Lutheran teaching, but actual chan- 
nels through which God bestows His forgiving 
and empowering grace upon men. Lutherans 
reject the Roman doctrine that the elements of 
the Supper actually become the physical body 
and blood of Christ, but insist that the body 
and blood are “in, with, and under” the bread 
and wine. Infants are baptized, and baptized 
persons are born into the kingdom of God in 
that act. 


Worship in the Lutheran Churches is highly 
liturgical, centering around the altar and pul- 
pit. There is much use of formal ritual in 
the service. 


Third Speaker: 
In the government of the Lutheran Church 
the congregation is basic. This is especially 


true in America. The congregation elects its 
pastor and its officers, who are often called 


“deacons”. The church is usually governed by 
a church council, composed of pastor and of- 
ficers. 


Above the congregation is the synod, which 
is sometimes termed a district or conference. 
These synods are regional and are composed of 
the pastors within the area and representatives 
from the churches who are elected by the con- 
gregations. The authority of the synods is limit- 
ed by its constitution. It is usually in and by 
the synods that pastors are ordained. 


The highest level of Lutheran government is 
the general body, called “church”, “synod”, or 
“conference”. Some of these bodies are legisla- 
tive and some are merely consultative. 


Program Leader: 

The most noticeable difference between Lu- 
therans and Presbyterians would likely be in 
the area of wor ship, in which the Lutherans are 
so much more liturgical. This, as well as the 
difference of belief about the sacraments, goes 
back to the difference between Lutheran and 
Reformed positions: the one accepting any 
traditions of Rome which the Bible does not 
forbid, and the other accepting only that which 
is specifically taught and commanded. 
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Bible Study for 
Circle Bible Leaders 
on I Peter 


By the Rev. Albert H. Freundit, Jr. 
Forest, Mississippi 


We begin a new, major section in I Peter 
this month, Christians in the World. This sec- 
tion deals largely with specific duties that fall 
to Christians involved in manifesting their faith 
in the midst of the world. The first part of 
this section, which engages our study for this 
month, is directed to Christians as citizens and 
servants: Citizenship and Submission, 2:11-25. 
Thus we give again the outline of the epistle 
up to and including the present study. 


I. Introduction. 1:1,2. 

II. Membership in God’s Family. 1:3-2:10. 
A. The Christian Inheritance. 1:3-12. 
B. Holiness. 1:13-21. 


C. Christian Progress and Brotherly 
Love. 1:22-2:53. 


D. The Spiritual House. 2:4-8. 
E. The Spiritual People. 2:9,10. 
III. Christians in the World. 2:11-4:11. 


A. Citizenship and Submission. 2:11-25. 





A. CITIZENSHIP AND SUBMISSION. 2:11-25. 
(Study in your Bible.) 


1. Christians Are Blameless Strangers. 2:11,12. 
a. They are not at home in a sinful world. 


“Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and 
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul; having your conversation hon- 
est among the Gentiles . . . they speak against 
you as evildoers” (vv. 11,12). 


Peter calls Christians “strangers and pilgrims” 
to remind them that they always remain aliens 
in this world. Their life in the world, no matter 
how long, must always be regarded as temporary 
and transitory. But not only is their stay short, 
the spirit and motivation of their lives is also 
derived from another world. Their citizenship 
is in heaven; they hold membership in a divine 
kingdom. It is impossible that Christians could 
appear other than “strange” to the person who 
does not measure things by a spiritual and 
eternal standard. Their king holds dominion 
in another realm, and it is his commands and 
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desires which constitute their laws. Their pri- 
mary interests are spiritual, for they have been 
exhorted to seek first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness. 


An early Christian writing, the Epistle of 
Diognetus (see Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Dec. 10, 1958, p. 15), shows how the first Chris- 
tians must have felt themselves strangers and 
pilgrims within a persecuting and perishing 
world. Those who forget their pilgrim vocation 
set their hearts upon the treasures and pleasures 
of this world and neglect to observe the heavenly 
perspective in the evaluation of the things of 
this life. The Christian, however, ought to re- 
ceive his molding influences from heaven rather 
than from his worldly environment or from im- 
itating people who like to think of themselves 
as the citizens of the world. 


Those who desire to be truly Christian in 
thought and life will soon be aware of their 
difference by means of assaults from two quar- 
ters. They are made plainly alive to opposition 
from within and from without. They are sub- 
ject to “fleshly lusts, which war against the 
soul” and to the hatred of those who “speak 
against you as evildoers.” 


“Fleshly lusts” are those desires that char- 
acterize mankind as fallen and sinful. “To de- 
sire anything seen and temporal, be it pleasure, 
knowledge, power, fame, money, or anything 
else, as absolutely necessary to, and sufficient 
for, our happiness, is a fleshly desire” (Brown, 
Discourses, 1, 359). Christians are certainly no 
strangers to the pull of that which is worldly 
and sinful. Hence Peter’s warning that we ab- 
stain from such lusts. Indeed, a person grows 
in the consciousness of his sin in the same 
measure as his desire for holiness increases. One 
who is never aware of succumbing to sinful de- 
sires is a man who has made the least spiritual 
growth and apprehension. 


A Christian also has his hands filled with the 
active opposition of such non-Christians as can- 
not tolerate his strange and pilgrim ways. Both 
the Church and its members have always had 
to bear the brunt of the persecutions and lies 
of their enemies. The very people to whom 
Peter first addressed his epistle would soon face 
the bitter persecution that should arise shortly 
within the Roman empire to take the lives of 
Peter and other apostles. And Christians have 
never ceased to be spoken against as evildoers. 
Those who held to the Christian faith in the 
apostolic age were charged with superstition, 
atheism (because they opposed the polytheism 
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and idols of the heathen and worshipped an un- 
seen God), cannibalism (by those who misun- 
derstood the nature of the Lord's supper) , im- 
morality (because they had to meet in secret 
and at night), treason (because they would 
not acknowledge Caesar as Lord), and divisive- 
ness, fanaticism, and a host of other accusations 
by which they are still charged. All in all, God, 
sin, and the world, combine to make Christians 
feel ill at ease and away from home in this life. 


b. They must behave seemly. “Abstain from 
fleshly lusts . . . having your conversation honest 
among the Gentiles: that . . . they may by 
your good works . . . glorify God.” 


Peter desires Christians to have an “honest 
conversation,” that is, a sincere or morally beau- 
tiful manner of life. Let your conduct, in other 
words, be such as will meet the approval of 
God and good men, and even gain the respect 
of the heathen. “The heathen were poor judges 
of Chirstian doctrine; there was much, too, in 
the Christian character, the excellence which 
they could not at all appreciate. But when 
they saw Christians making it plain that no 
temptation could induce them to deviate from 
the straight path prescribed by the laws of 
temperance, and chastity, and justice, and love; 
rendering to no man evil for evil; meekly suf- 
fering many injuries, but inflicting none; de- 
nying themselves the comforts of life, to supply 
those who were destitute of its necessaries; sacri- 
ficing and suffering everything, rather than vio- 
late conscience: they could not help feeling 
how beautiful and how awful goodness is; and 
a testimony was silently lodged in their hearts, 
in behalf of the religion of Christ, which no 
reasoning could have placed there” (Brown, 


thid.., p. 363). 


In order to having an “honest conversation,” 
Christians must “abstain from fleshly lusts” and 
perform “good works.” This means, at least, 
that they must refrain from what God has for- 
bidden and do what He requires. The best way 
to guard against wrong desires and sinful deeds 
is to be busy with good activities and to be pre- 
occupied with that which does please God and 
wins the respect of men. 


c. They must promote God’s interests. “Hav- 
ing your conversation honest among the Gen- 
tiles: that... they may by your good works 
which they shall behold, glorify God in the day 
of visitation.” 


Christians must consider the influence of 
their lives and the glory of the God and Saviour 
whom they serve. Nothing after all can be the 
ultimate goal of our lives than the glory and 
service of the Lord. That is pleasing to God 
which promotes His glory and fulfills His will. 
Our behavior should serve that end. But there 
is also another wav in which our manner of 
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life may promote God’s glory — in the leading 


to truth and repentance of our non-Christian 
ne ighbors. Thus, the conduct of Christians, if 
it is worthy, may lead their enemies to — 
God instead of ee and accusing them 


“The day of visitation” in which the Gentiles 
may be led to glorify God may possibly be the 
day of judgment when God shall establish His 
righteousness and justice in the world, but we 
do not believe that this is God’s drawing near, 
or visiting, men to deal powerfully with them 
either in judgment or in mercy. Therefore it 
is very probable that Peter means that Christian 
behavior is an instrument for convincing and 
converting the Gentiles. At any rate, many per- 
sons have given the fearless and sincere conduct 
of Christians as a reason for their taking the 
side of Christianity. 

29. Christians Are Obedient Subjects. 2:13-17. 


Whereas what Peter has just had to say is 
suitable for all Christians under any circum- 
stances, his words in verses 13-17 are directed 
to them specifically as citizens under those 
governments and human authorities which they 
find themselves. So the last section, verses 18-25, 
is addressed to Christians particularly who are 
servants or under the command and discipline 
of others. 


a. They obey human ordinances. “Submit 
yourselves to every ordinance of man .. . for 
the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise 
of them that do well” (vv. 13,14). 


Peter expects Christians to submit to every 
human ordinance. The word translated “or- 
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dinance” means creature or creation. The com- 
mand then is: submit to every human institu- 
tion or law for the punishment of evildoers and 
the encouragement of good men. The civil 
government is mainly in view, for the king, or 
Caesar, and his representatives, or governors, are 
especially mentioned. Christianity requires 
obedience to legitimate, duly constituted au- 
thority. From the spiritual, eternal point of 
view, a Christian is a stranger and a pilgrim, 
but from another, equally valid for him, he is 
a citizen and subject of the particular govern- 
ment of the country wherein he lives. 


At the writing of this epistle the government 
over Peter and his addresses assumed the im- 
perial form, probably under Nero, one of the 
worst of the emperors of Rome. Still it is the 
duty of Christians to acknowledge the authority 
of the government; and this is true whether that 
government be a democracy, an aristocracy, or 
a monarchy. Our own Saviour taught the prin- 
ciple of rendering unto Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s (Matt. 22:21), and Paul said to 
Titus: “Put them in mind to be subject to 
principalities and powers, to obey magistrates” 
(3:1). 


Man’s physical wellbeing and moral welfare 
are protected by the rulers of the state. Chris- 
tians benefit by a well-ordered society. “If they 
accept the order, and safety, and privileges of 
a settled national and corporate life, they were 
to bear their quota of its cost, and yielded hom- 
age to the form of government which they 
found in vogue, agreeing to modify or alter it 
only by orderly and constitutional methods” 
(Meyer, Tried By Fire, p. 85). Paul, in a full 
passage, declares that God ordains civil govern- 
ment and requires our obedience: “Let every 
soul be subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God: the powers that 
be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore 
resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of 
God: and they that resist shall receive to them- 
selves damnation. For rulers are not a terror 
to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then 
not be afraid of the power? do that which is 
good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: 
For he is the minister of God to thee for good, 
But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for 
he bareth not the sword in vain: for he is the 
minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath 
upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must 
needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also 
for conscience sake. For this cause pay ye 
tribute also: for they are God’s ministers, at- 
tending continually upon this very thing. Ren- 
der therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom 
tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear 
to whom fear; honour to whom honour” (Rom. 
13:1-7). 

The limits of our obedience are reached only 
when the government requires us to do some 
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thing that God forbids, for “we ought to obey 
God rather than man” (Acts 5:29). Unless, 
therefore, the laws of government are inconsis- 
tent with or contradict God’s commandments 
they are to be followed by a Christian. “He 
may, he ought to, use every means which the 
constitution of his country puts in his power to 
have the law improved; but while it continues 
in force, however, unwise and iniquitous, if it 
does not require him to sin, he must obey it; 
and even where it does require him to sin, while 
he must by no means obey it, he must submit 
to the punishment, however unjust, which the 
law denounces against him” (Brown, Drts- 
courses, I, p. 386). 


b. They obey for the Lord’s sake. “Submit 
vourselves . . . for the Lord’s sake; for so is the 
will of God, that with well doing ye may put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish men” (vv. 13, 
15). 


Christians are subject to human ordinances 
for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ. They 
obey for the Lord’s sake; because He expects 
them to (Matt. 22:21), because He set them 
the example of obedience and submission (I 
Pet. 2:21), and because obedience commends 
His cause to others. Nothing would hurt the 
cause of our faith any more than a manifesta- 
tion on our part of “a disposition to evade the 
laws, or violate the order, or disorganize the 
constitution, of civil society” (ibid. p. 395). 
One of the false charges brought against early 
Christians was that they were subversive of 
human society and government, but their peace- 
able, orderly lives ultimately “put to silence” 
such foolishness and impossible accusations. 


c. They make cautious use of their liberties. 
“As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke 
of maliciousness, but as the servants of God” 


(v. 16). 


There are two kinds of spiritual servitude in 
the Bible. One is the gracious, liberating serv- 
ice of Jesus Christ (Rom. 6:9-20), and the 
other is the slavery of sin (II Cor. 4:4; IT Tim. 
2:26; Tohn 8:44). Only in Christ is there free- 
dom from the dominion and condemnation of 
sin. “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin 
and death” (Rom. 8:2). “Where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is liberty” (II Cor. 3:17). 
A Christian is not free, however, from the serv- 
ice of Christ and His righteousness (I Cor. 7: 
22, Rom. 6:18). “Let not sin therefore reign in 
your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the 
lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but 
vield yourselves unto God, as those that are 
alive from the dead, and your members as in- 
struments of righteousness unto God” (Rom. 
6:12.15) 
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The service of Christ does not only release 
from the captivity of sin, it also grants liberty 
of spirit, mind, and conscience from human 
bondage. “Stand fast in the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made you free, and be not entangled 
in any yoke of bondage” (Gal. 5:1). “Be not 
ye the servant of men” (I Cor. 7:23). Neverthe- 
less, God’s freemen are not always free political- 
ly and physically, for many ancient and modern 
Christians have been slaves, but they have un- 
doubtedly enjoyed more liberty of conscience 
and spirit than their unbelieving masters. 


“The external circumstances in which men 
are placed, the number and variety of their 
civil and social privileges, the outward advan- 
tages of rank, birth or fortune, — these are not 
the things which ennoble or depress us in the 
scale of excellence. The monarch of his throne 

may be little, mean, despicable in the 
sight of the holy and the good, while the poor 
slave . . . may possess a dignity and moral gran- 
deur which assert his affinity with heaven . 
It consists essentially in the dominion of recti- 
tude, in the emancipation of the will from the 
power of sin, the release of the affections from 
the attractions of earth, the exemption of the 
understanding from the deceits of prejudice and 
error. It is a freedom which the truth of God 
brings with it — a freedom enjoyed by the 
martyr at the stake, the slave in his chains, the 
prisoner in his dungeon, as well as the king 
upon his throne” (J. H. Thornwell, Collected 
Writings, IV, 417, 418). 


The freedom of the Christian may be abused 
when it becomes a “cloke of maliciousness.” It 
is wrong to use liberty as a pretense for sin- 
ning. Paul said, “Use not liberty for an occa- 
sion to the flesh” (Gal. 5:13). God allows no 
liberty to commit sin or to do anything that 
He clearly forbids. In such circumstances “lib- 
erty” becomes an excuse or a cloak for wicked- 
ness. Christian liberty does not release us from 
the requirements of Christ, and my freedom 
does not relax my obligations to those in au- 
thority over me in my country or my family. 
There are many conceivable occasions, in fact, 
when a Christian should not exercise his right 
to do what is lawful (Rom. 15: 20, 21; I Cor. 
10:23-29) . 


d. They are to be model citizens. “Honour 
all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honour the king” (v. 17). 


Verse 17 sums up the whole duty of Chris- 
tians as model citizens in a nutshell. Here are 
four short rules which a Christian can use to 
cover practically every situation. And men as 
men — as those who were made in the image 
of God — are worthy of the Christian’s “honor” 
or esteem. Honor is not to be reserved only 
for fellow Christians, but is to be shown to all 
men. We do not honor all alike, for honor is 
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due (Rom. 13:7) in different degrees to par- 
ents, governors, teachers, and others in positions 
over us. There is none, however, with whom 
we should deal without respect and suitable 
esteem. If honor were shown properly by all 
towards all, then it would go a long way towards 
eliminating war, slavery, hatred, and prejudice. 


“Love” is the disposition that ought to pre- 
vail within the Christian brotherhood. Chris- 
tians have a common birth, heritage, salvation, 
and character that should make it so easy to 
love and be loved in Christ Jesus. Godly “fear,” 
reverence, sums up the Christian citizen’s spirit- 
ual attitude towards God. “Under this fear is 
comprehended all religion, both inward and 
outward, all the worship and service of God... 
It hath in it all holiness and obedience; they 
grow all out of it. It is the beginning and 
it is the top or consummation of wisdom” 
(Leighton, Practical Commentary, pp. 306, 307) . 
And, as Peter h:s already shown, “honor” and 
obedience are die to all rulers and human in- 
stitutions over us in authority. Although as a 
man, the king or the president may be worthy 
of no respect at all, his position as head of the 
government requires a proper respect for his 
office. 


3. Christians Are Submissive Servants. 2: 
18-25. 


a. They are called upon to be submissive. 
“Servants, be subject to your masters with all 
fear: not only to the good and gentle, but also 
to the froward” (v. 18). 


The Roman empire swarmed with slaves. It 
has been estimated that in the time of Claudius 
a half of the population was made up of slaves. 
Naturally the gospel had its attraction for the 
slave as well as the enlightened master. Both 
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Philemon, the master, and Onesimus, the slave, 
were Christians. The Christian faith in the 
apostolic age did not require abolition, although 
it is probable that many slaves were given their 
freedom by both Christian masters and non- 
Christian masters. What the gospel did do, how- 
ever, is regulate the relation between the master 
and slave to require Christian submission and 
obedience of the slave and Christian love of the 
master. Some of the most encouraging and prac- 
tical passages of the New Testament were origi- 
nally intended for the instruction of Christian 
slaves. The command for all those in subjection 
as servants, slaves, and employees, is couched 
in words such as “submit . . . endure . . . be 
subject . . . suffer take it patiently.” 
These words, addressed to the slave members 
of the congregations, meet a variety of situations. 


A Christian may find himself under a “fro- 
ward” or rough and unreasonable overseer or 
master. Or, he may have a good and gentle 
master. In either case, God’s command is “be 
subject.” 


He may be punished for some fault or misdeed 
of his own. All men would agree that there is 
no special virtue in suffering what one deserves, 
although most people would try to escape or 
rebel against such punishment. A Christian is 
expected to take the discipline that he deserves. 
“For what glory is it, if when ye be buffeted 
for your faults, ye shall take it patiently?” 
(v. 20). 

What is harder to understand and accept is 
the Christian extension of the command of sub- 
mission to cover even those troubles and punish- 





ments which a person does not deserve. This, 
of course, applies to all those who are in situa- 
tions without recourse or way of escape from 
unfavorable misuse of discipline and authority. 
The line of action suggested for those who suf- 
fer through no wrongdoing of their own is 
patient endurance. “For this is thankworthy, 
if a man for conscience toward God endure 
grief, suffering wrongfully . . . if, when ye do 
well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this 
is acceptable with God” (vv. 19, 20). 


b. They please God by patient suffering. 
“This is thankworthy, if a man . . endure grief, 
suffering wrongfully Take it patiently, 
this is acceptable to God . Even hereunto 
were ye called” (vv. 19-21). 


A child of God knows that all things will 
work together for good (Rom. 8:28); there- 
fore, in severe and difficult circumstances it is 
more fitting that, instead of rebelling against 
our lot or asking what we have done to deserve 
our terrible troubles, we should submit patient- 
ly. God will support us and in due time deliver 
us. God has given suffering Christians a way 
to gain His approval that is not open to every 
one. “It is very hard to suffer when we deserve 
reward: we could receive merited chastisement 
without complaint, — we should feel that in this 
case complaint was unreasonable; but to endure 
undeserved, unprovoked, grief, — to meet with 
insult and outrage, instead of the treatment our 
dutiful conduct entitles us to, this is hard in- 
deed. The apostle does not deny this; but he 
says, you are placed in circumstances in which 
you have an opportunity of drawing down upon 
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yourselves a larger measure of the approbation 
of God, than had you been placed in what you 
might have thought circumstances” (Brown, op. 
cit., II, p. 154). 


c. They have Christ's example. “For even 
hereunto were ye called: because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 
should follow His steps: who did no sin, neither 
was guile found in His mouth: who, when He 
was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, 
He threatened not; but committed Himself to 
Him that judgeth righteously: who His own self 
bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that 
we, being dead to sins, should live unto right- 
cousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. For 
ye were as sheep going astray; but are now re- 
turned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your 
souls” (vv. 21-25). 


Very few times does the Bible speak of follow- 
ing Christ’s example. In this instance we may 
follow Him with respect to suffering. Here 
we are face to face with the greatest act of love 
recorded in history, the voluntary submission 
of Christ to His suffering and death for our 
salvation. We are informed that He left us an 





example and that we should follow in His steps 
in this regard. We claim Him as Lord and 
Saviour; when God allows us to meet with un- 
deserved suffering, let us accept His example 
of patient endurance and submission. 





How do the terms strangers and pilgrims 
help us to see our position in the world and to 
uct in accord with it? Does our place in the 
modern world cause our situation to differ sig- 
nificantly from that of the early Christians? 
When a person becomes a consecrated Christian, 
does he cease to be troubled by sinful desires? 
Do you think a thoroughgoing Christian witness 
and life cause non-Christians to react favorably 
or unfavorably? What are some of the modern 
charges brought against Christians? What do 
you think of an “honest conversation” as a 
means of evangelism? Why are obedience and 
submission two of the least imitated of the 
Christian virtues? when would Christian citi- 
zens ever be justified in attempting political 
revolution? Do you honestly believe that a 
slave can be just as free as his master in matters 
of the spirit and the conscience? How good a 
guide in Christian ethics is our Lord’s example? 
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Missionary News Briefs 


MEXICO: 

The Rev. and Mrs. John B. Wood of our Mexico 
Mission announce the arrival of their fifth son, 
Benjamin Peter, born April 26 in Ometepec. 


Mr. Wood is a native of Elmira, N. Y., and a 
graduate of Wheaton College and Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary, Decatur, Ga. He is a member 
of Southwest Georgia Presbytery. Before going 
to Mexico in 1949, he served the Glen Haven 
Presbyterian Church in Decatur Ga., and was 
chapel minister of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Valdosta, Ga. 


He is married to the former Madge Vander 
Mey of Chicago, Ill. She is a graduate of Wheaton, 
and taught in high schools in Chicago and De- 
eatur, Ga., before the Woods began their work 
in the area of Mexico where no other Protestant 
work had ever been done. She retains her mem- 
bership in the First Church of Valdosta, Ga. Their 
other sons are Kenton Mark, Van Herman, Timothy 
Arthur, and Daniel Edward. 


TAIWAN: 


The Rev. and Mrs. James N. Montgomery are 
scheduled to go to Japan, where they will sail on 
June 6 from Yokohama to return to the U.S.A. 
for regular furlough. After September 1 they 
will make their home in Mission Haven in De- 
catur, Georgia. 


The Montgomerys are veteran missionaries, hav- 
ing first gone out to China in December of 1917. 
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They have continued their work in Taiwan among 
the free Chinese. 


They have four children on the mission field 
and one, James, lives with his family in this 
country. Their three daughters are Mrs. Paul 
Crane Chunju, Korea, Mrs. John Knox Miller, 
Lubondai, Africa, and Mrs. Donnell McCall, Gifu, 
Japan. The other son, Robert, is in Hwalien, 
Taiwan. 


BRAZIL: 

Mr. and Mrs. Jon Crow and family of our 
North Brazil Mission are scheduled to return to 
this country in July for regular furlough. Mr. 
Crow plans to attend part of the North Brazil 
Mission meeting and will arrive later that month. 
The family will make their furlough home in 
Montreat, N. C. during the rest of the summer. 


The Crows, natives of Birmingham, Ala. have 
four children aged nine, seven, five and one-half, 
and three years old. Mr. Crow is a member of 
Roanoke Presbytery, and is a graduate of Howard 
College and Union Seminary Richmond. Mrs. 
Crow is the former Flora Louise Worthington, 
a member of Williamson Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Danville, Va., and a musician and 
artist. She studied at the University of Alabama, 
Massey Business College and the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School. They went to Brazil in 1950. 


Returning to this country from the West Brazil 
Station, after completing a short term as a teacher 
of missionaries’ children, is Miss Rebecca Glenn. 
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She is due to arrive in this country on July 1 
after three years service in West Brazil. 


Miss Glenn is a native of York, S. C., and a 
graduate of Montreat College. 





Beginning their regular furlough of a year in 
the U.S. from the West Brazil Station are the 
Rev. and Mrs. Paul Coblentz and the Rev. and 
Mrs. Robert H. Camenisch. 


The Coblentzes are expected to leave the field 
in early June, and the Camenisch family are sched- 
uled to return about July 1, and will proceed to 
Danville, Ky. 


Mr. Coblentz, a graduate of Hampden-Sydney 
College and Union Seminary, Richmond, is a 
member of Kanawha Presbytery. His wife is the 
former Adele Irene Alexander of San Antonio, 
Tex., a graduate of Austin College and A.T.S. 
She is a member of Glenville, W. Va., Presbyterian 
Church. They have three children. 


The Rev. Camenisch is a native of Sanford, Ky., 
a graduate of the University of Kentucky and 
Louisville Seminary. He is married to the former 
Martha Davis of Stanford, and they have six 
children. He is a member of the Transylvania 
Presbytery, and she is a member of the Stanford, 
Ky., Presbyterian Church. She is a graduate of 
Eastern State Teachers’ College, Richmond, Ky. 





CONGO: 


The Rev. and Mrs. Earl S. King arrived in the 
U.S.A. on May 13 on an emergency health fur- 
lough because of Mrs. King’s health. Upon arrival 
they went directly to Richmond, Va. 


The Kings have been serving as missionaries to 
Congo since 1924. She is the former Emma 
Orcelia Bissett, a native of Bessemer, Ala. who 
calls Tampa, Fla., her home. She is a member 
of the First Presbyterian Church of that city, 
and the mother of three children. The Rev. Earl 
S. King, Jr., is also a missionary to Congo. 


Mr. King is a native of Clifton Forge, Va., and 
a graduate of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
Union Theological Seminary in Richmond. Mrs. 
King studied at Tampa Business University and 
A.T.S. 





Miss Virginia Allen arrived here from Congo 
on May 138 for regular furlough. She will be in 
Lynchburg, Va., during this year, where she is 
a member of Westminster Presbyterian Church. 
A graduate of Randolph-Macon College, she later 
attended Biblical Seminary, N. Y. and went to 
Congo in 1924. 





Miss Alice Longenecker, R.N., is scheduled to 
arrive in this country on June 17 for regular 
furlough. The daughter of missionaries, she is 
a native of Congo, and has been serving in the 
medical work of that station since 1945. She is 
a member of Franklin Street Presbyterian Church 
in Baltimore, Md. She is a graduate of Queens 
College, and earned her R.N. at Johns Hopkins. 
She studied one year at Columbia Seminary. 





Miss Louise Fleming is scheduled to arrive on 
July 12 for regular furlough from her duties in 
Congo. 
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A native of Woodleaf, N. C., she is a graduate 
of Bob Jones University. She did further study 
at the University of South Carolina, Yale Uni- 
versity Language School, and Assembly’s Training 
School. She is a member of the United Presbyterian 
Church in Woodleaf. 





Arriving here for regular furlough in late July, 
Mr. and Mrs. George T. McKee will proceed from 
New York to Montreat, N. C., for the World 
Missions Conference. 


Mr. McKee was born in Congo the son of 
missionary parents. His wife is the former Mari- 
anne DeWorn, a native of Belgium. They have 
two children, Cecile Maxine, and Charles Henry. 


Mr. McKee is a member of the Pryor Street 
Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, Ga. He studied 
at Davidson College, receiving his B.S. degree 
there, and continued his education at Columbia 
Seminary, Southern Technological Institute, Ar- 
kansas State Teachers’ College, and the Atlanta 
Division of the University of Georgia. 





JAPAN 


From our Japan Mission the following are 
scheduled to sail from Kobe on July 8 to return 
to the U. S. for regular furlough: Miss Ruth 
Buckland, Miss Cornelia Dick, and Miss Agnes 
Godert. 


Miss Godert will go to Montreat for the World 
Missions Conference. She is a graduate of Mon- 
treat College, and holds a Master’s degree from 
Columbia Seminary. She is a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church in White Sulphur Springs, 
W. Va. 

Miss Buckland will proceed to Albuquerque, N. 
Mex. upon arrival in San Francisco. She is a 
graduate of Washington University, St. Louis, 
Mo., and is a member of South Highland Presby- 
terian Church in Birminham, Ala. She has been 
a missionary to Japan since 1924. 


Miss Dick is a graduate of Queens College, and 
studied at Memphis State for one year in addition. 
She was born in Moultrie, Ga. She is a member 
of the Second Presbyterian Church in Memphis, 
Tenn. She has been in Japan since August, 1955. 





Also arriving from Congo for regular furlough 
are Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Stixrud, scheduled 
to leave Matadi on July 20. They will make their 
headquarters in Mission Haven, Decatur, Ga., 
during this year. They have three children. They 
are members of the Pryor Street Church in Atlanta. 
He is the son of missionaries to Congo, and is 
married to the former Shirley Ann Kuhn of 
Weatherford Tex., and Berkeley, Calif. 


He studied at Parsons College, Iowa University, 
Westmar College and Columbia Seminary after 
graduating from Presbyterian Junior College and 
Westminster College. Mrs. Stixrud studied at 
Southeastern State College, Durant, Okla., and 
Parsons College, Fairfield, lowa. 
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Calvin Memorial Conference 


The Calvinistic Action Committee, an affiliate 
of the International Association for Reformed 
Faith and Action, announces another conference 
in keeping with the “John Calvin Memorial 
Year.” 1959 is the 450th anniversary of the 
birth of the Reformer and the 400th anniver- 
sary of the definitive edition of his Jnstitutes 
of the Christian Religion. 


The meetings, on June 3rd and 4th, are to 
be held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, at Calvin 
College and at the Calvin Reformed Church. 
Featured at the conference will be three ad- 
dresses: ‘Calvin the Preacher,” by Prof. Harold 
Dekker of Calvin Seminary; “Calvin the Serv- 
ant of the Spirit,” by Dr. Gwyn Walters from 
Wales; and “Calvin and His Relevancy Today,” 
by Associate Editor J]. Marcellus Kik of Chris- 
tianity Today. 


The highlight of the conference will be the 
premiere showing of a 30-minute, black and 
white, film produced in Geneva on “The Life 
of John Calvin.” This new film will be released 
by early Summer for showing on TV and to 
groups and churches. 


Those who are interested in attending are 
requested to inform the Chairman of the Cal- 
vinistic Action Committee, Dr. John T. Hoog- 
stra, 6 East 24th Street, Holland, Michigan. 





George W. Cheek, D.D. 


Dr. George W. Cheek, an honorably retired min- 
ister of Tuscaloosa Presbytery, has answered the 
Father’s summons to higher service. This much 
beloved brother and servant of our Lord Jesus 
Christ departed this life, April 30, 1959, while 
undergoing treatment at the St. Vincent Hospital, 
Birmingham, Alabama. 


Dr. Cheek was born in Montrose, Mississippi, 
December 29, 1881, to William Harrison Cheek and 
Emma Alexander Cheek. In addition to his home 
training, he acquired a good academic education 
that well qualified him for his life’s work. He 
received a BA degree from Southwestern Univer- 
sity in 1909; a D.D. degree from Louisville Theo- 
logical Seminary in 1912; and a D.D. degree from 
Southwestern University in 1933. 


Dr. Cheek was ordained to the Gospel Ministry 
in 1912 by the Presbytery of Mecklenburg. For 
two years thereafter he engaged in mission work 
in Charlotte, North Carolina. Subsequently he 
served wit: faithfulness the following pastorates: 
Philadelphia Church, Matthews, North Carolina, 
1914-1917; First Presbyterian Church, Albemarle, 
North Carolina, 1917-1921; Alabama Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church, Selma, Alabama, 1921-1925; First 
Presbyterian Church, Bowling Green, Kentucky, 
1925-1937; First Presbyterian Church, Kosciusko, 
Mississippi, 1937-1942; again the Alabama Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, Selma, Alabama, from 1942 
until his retirement in 1956. During this fruitful 
ministry, he was honored by being elected Mod- 
erator of the Synod of Kentucky in 1934 and 
Moderator of the Presbytery of Tuscaloosa in 1955. 
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Dr. Cheek was married May 13, 1912 to Amelia 
Barnett of Louisville, Kentucky. Three daughters 
were born before the wife died May 5, 1922. In 
1924, Dr. Cheek married Vera Vinson of Pratts- 
ville, Alabama. A son, Dr. George W. Cheek, Jr. 
was born in this union. 


Dr. Cheek, who stood head and shoulders above 
most, was tall and strong in both physical and 
spiritual stature. He was a robust Christian in 
every sense of the word. He was hale and hearty 
in spiritual health, sound in the faith, fervent in 
spirit, courageous and uncompromising in his con- 
victions, and kind and gracious in all his pastoral 
ministry. 


To those of us who knew him and loved him, 
the memory of his life, his faith, his zeal, his wit, 
and his loyalty to the Word of God, will be a 
constant source of inspiration throughout our re- 
maining years. 


“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord... 
that they may rest from their labors; and their 
works do follow them.” 





Charlotte—Queens College students have raised 
$1200 in the World University Service drive which 
has just ended on the college campus. Faculty also 
contributed to the fund which is to be used for 
refugee students in Hong Kong. 





JAPAN 


ZENTSUJI —(PN)— Shikoku Christian College 
opened its first session as a junior college on April 
21 with a record enrollment of 85 new students 
and transfers. The College is supported and part- 
ly staffed by the Presbyterian Church, U. S., Mis- 
sion to Japan. 


The college, founded in 1950, only this year 
achieved accreditation under the strict Japanese 
laws, and is thus opening its doors as a fully rec- 
ognized institution for the first time. 


To celebrate the new beginning, city, prefecture 
and national officials joined with educational lead- 
ers in congratulations and greetings to the newest 
of Japan’s accredited colleges. The Minister of 
Education for the nation sent his congratulations, 
and Governor Kaneko of Kagawa Prefecture, and 
Mayor Miyoshi of Zentsuji City came in person 
to take part in the ceremonies. Messages of good 
will came from individuals and institutions in 
Christian and educationai cireles throughout Japan. 





Change of Address: Rev. E. C. Brummer, Jr., 
to 2526 Lullington Drive, Winston-Salem, N. C. 





GEORGIA 


Atlanta —(PN)— Duncan Peek, an elder in the 
Peachtree Road Presbyterian Church of this city, 
has been elected president of the Atlanta Presby- 
tery’s Officer’s Association. 


Other men’s work leaders elected as officers 
at the spring meeting are: Dr. J. J. Perpall, Jr., 
Lakewood Presbyterian Church, executive vice- 
president; T. G. Beavers, Gordon Street Presby- 
terian Church, secretary-treasurer; and the regional 
vice-presidents W. E. Heirs of North Avenue 
Church, Andy Simpson of East Point Presbyterian 
Church, and W. A. Burgess of the Kirkwood 
Church. 
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The Presbytery of Savannah met in regular ad- 
journed session on May 19, 1959, in the First 
Church, Darien. The meeting was presided over 
by Rev. Richard Bass, St. Marys, the Moderator. 
Rev. J. P. Simmons, Savannah, is Stated Clerk, 
and Rev. J. Edward Bates, Savanah, is the Per- 
manent Clerk. 


There were twenty eight Ministers and twenty 
two Ruling Elders present. The Stated Clerk 
called attention to the fact that every active pas- 
tor was present. Also a number of visitors were 
introduced. 


Rev. Roy Watkins, Jr., pastor of the host 
Church conducted the opening devotional. He also 
welcomed the Presbytery and visitors on behalf 
of the host church. 


Rev. Ewell Nelson addressed the Presbytery in 
the interest of the special campaign of Columbia 
Seminary which is now in progress. Dr. D. B. 
Walthall, Regional Director of Christian Education 
for Synod of Ga., spoke concerning this work. 
Rev. J. C. Eckstine, Savannah, spoke regarding the 


various camps to be held this summer on Hilton 
Head. 


The members of Presbytery heard with much 
interest the annual report on Women’s Work. This 
was given by Mrs. H. Dockery Brown, Jr., Way- 
cross, President of Savannah Presbyterial, in her 
usual charming manner, as she told of the many 
good things done by the Women of the Presby- 
tery during the past year. 


The Commissioners to the recent meeting of the 
General Assembly, who were Revs. J. Walton 
Stewart, Jr., Savannah, and David E. Boozer, Flem- 
ington; and Ruling Elders, G. H. Achenbach, Vi- 
dalia, and Fred Anderson, Jesup, gave their re- 
ports at this meeting. 


The Presbytery, upon recommendation of the 
Committee of Church Extension, authorized the 
Trustees to execute a lease from the State of 
Georgia of land on Jekyll Island, about five acres 
in a beautiful location, for the purpose of erecting 
a new Presbyterian Church. Services are now 
held in the public Chapel on the Island regularly 


every Sunday and are conducted by Dr. J. T. Gilles- 
pie. 


The members of Presbytery and visitors were 
served an enjoyable meal during the recess hour 
in the Darien Community Center by the Ladies 
of the host church. 


The next stated meeting of Presbytery will be 
held in Fitzgerald, Sept. 8, 1959. 
L. A. Beckman, Jr., Executive Secretary. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


COLUMBIA —(PN)— A new sanctuary and 
education building were dedicated May 17 by the 
congregation and pastor of the Covenant Presby- 
terian Church in Columbia. 


Preaching at the morning worship services was 
Dr. Bernard Boyd, head of the department of re- 
ligion at the University of North Carolina. Special 
music for the worship service and formal dedica- 
tion was provided by the adult and junior choirs. 


The two new buildings will add over 11,000 
square feet of floor space to the buildings of the 
church. The sanctuary is of brick, redwood and 
glass construction and has a special feature the 
tall prow-shaped stained glass window at the front 
and stained glass clerestory windows on either side 
of the nave. 
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The interior is of exposed brick, wood paneling, 
laminated wood arches, and exposed wood ceiling. 
Seating capacity for the nave and choir will be 
just over 450. The wing at the left of the sanc- 
tuary houses the pastor’s study, church offices and 
vestibule. Total square footage of the sanctuary 
is 5700. A covered walk to one side of the build- 
ing leads to the education building, built as a sep- 
arate unit. 


This unit is planned for smaller children, and 
is the first in a long-range program of building 
this type of unit. The education unit is of the 
same materials as the sanctuary and provides 
eight large classrooms which will accommodate 
150 children. Each class room has its own outside 
opening on to a covered walk. 


During the dedication services keys to the new 
buildings were presented to the pastor, the Rev. 
Cecil D. Brearly, Jr., by building committee chair- 
man, Gray Olive. Open house was held during the 
afternoon, and a vesper service concluded the 
dedication day activities. 





AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAASLAAS 
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THE THORN OF ARIMATHEA. Frank Slaugh- 
ter. Doubleday & Company, Inc. $3.95. 


“The Thorn of Arimathea” is a Biblical novel 
written by Frank Slaughter, whose previous Bibli- 
cal novels have had widespread popularity. This 
novel of a Roman centurion and Veronica of the 
Veil center around three legends concerning New 
Testament and Early Church times — the apo- 
chryphal story of Veronica and the miracle-work- 
ing veil, the legendary account of how Joseph of 
Arimathea founded the church at Glastonbury in 
England upon the Isle of Avalon made famous 
by Tennyson, and the legend of the winter thorn 
at Glastonbury, said to have been planted on the 
grave of Joseph of Arimathea, blooming ever after 
at Christmastime as a living symbol of the Resur- 
rection. 


Quintus Volusianus, physician to the Emperor 
Tiberius, undertook the hazardous journey from 
Rome to Jerusalem to find Jesus, whose reputa- 
tion as a miracle healer had spread throughout 
the Roman Empire. He had orders from the Em- 
peror to bring Jesus back to Rome, where Tiberius 
lay dying. When Quintus arrived in Jerusalem, 
he found that Jesus had been put to death on a 
cross by Pontius Pilate. There gradually developed 
a deep and inexorable change in Quintus’ own be- 
liefs as he came to know the followers of Jesus 
and to understand their faith. 


Veronica’s veil was sunnosed to have on it the 
appearance of a man’s features, outlined in brown 
stains on the white fabric. Veronica said it was 
the print of Jesus’ own face stained into the cloth 
by sweat and dust as He was taken to the cruci- 
fixion. She was among the crowd watching Him 
as He carried the cross and she removed her veil 
from her head and gave it to Him. He wiped His 
face on it and returned it to her. The moment 
she took the veil from Him, she was made whole 
and completely cured of an incurable ailment. 
From that time on, the veil was supposed to have 
supernatural power and Veronica went about cur- 
ing others with the veil. Such an idea of a super- 
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naturally powerful veil is rather distasteful to 
some Christians, perhaps because it touches on 
Romanism and some Pentecostalism. 


Another disturbing thing throughout the book 
is the failure to capitalize words referring to 
Jesus Christ. Some might point out that this was 
done because the unbelievers involved did not rec- 
ognize Jesus as God Himself come down to earth 
in the form of flesh. However, in this book, even 
when Jesus’ followers speak, the words referring 
to Him are not capitalized. On page 25, “his son” 
is in a statement made by one of Jesus’ followers, 
and on page 26 “his father’, referring to God. On 
page 61 ‘their god” is in the narrative and not in 
a direct quotation. There seems to be inconsist- 
ency in the matter of capitalization, whether the 
reference to Jesus Christ is made by a believer, a 
pagan, or as part of the narrative. In one place 
the Apostle Peter says, “The Most High is not my 
God alone . . . He is the god of every man... .” 
Veronica says in one place “he is the Son of Go 

. We Jews have worshipped only one god for 
thousands of years.” In another place, she refers 
to Jesus as “the son of a god” and yet she is one 
of His followers. But towards the end of the book, 
one of the believers in England, a convert of Ve- 
a said, “They are the words of the Son of 
God.” 


One who is a believer almost cringes to see God 
referred to as a god and Jesus as the “son of god”’. 
It would seem that words referring to God and 
Jesus should be capitalized because of Who He is, 
not because of what the individual speaking may 
believe Him to be. 


I would not recommend this book to young peo- 
ple because of the wrong impression it gives in 
regard to the marriage of a believer with an un- 
believer. Its approach is unrealistic. There is no 
apparent consideration of the spiritual in the mar- 
riage decision. Veronica falls in love with Quintus 
and therefore they are married before he gives 
any real indication that he is even considering be- 
coming a Christian. Such a situation promotes 
the already prevalent idea among young people 
that when two people are in love they automatically 
must be married immediately, and everything else 
will work out all right afterward. Furthermore, 
there is no indication that Veronica hesitated in 
marrying Quintus at all because he still was a 
pagan. Such ideas we need to discourage rather 
than encourage. 


The book is well written and the plot is interest- 
ing — it is the underlying principles involved that 
leave something to be desired, especially in a Bibli- 
cal novel. 

—John R. Richardson 





HYMNS: The Hymnal of Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship. Paul Beckwith, compiler and edi- 
tor. Inter-Varsity Press. $1.25. 


It is refreshing to find a hymnal used in young 
people’s work and among college and university 
students that ss of such a high caliber as this Inter- 
Varsity hymnal. It is apparent that the hymns 
were carefully chosen for their message and wor- 
shipful tune rather than for their catchy, swingy 
tune or for their sentimental phraseology. Many 
of these hymns are the old hymns of the Church 
and all of them exalt Christ, both in word and in 
music. 


Not only is this hymnal a valuable asset in 
group meetings and worship services, but also it is 
excellent for family and private devotions. It is 
also refreshing to see the words of some familiar 
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songs put to new tunes which are more worship- 
ful and more appropriate for the words than the 
old familiar tunes. 


This hymnal can be highly recommended to any 
church or any group, whether young people or not. 
—John R. Richardson 





THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, Volume I. 


THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, Vclume II. Wil- 
liam Barclay. Wistminster Press. £2.50 per vol- 
ume. 


Dr. Barclay follows in these two volumes the 
method he used in the other volumes of this series. 
He first gives the text for each day’s study in his 
own translation and follows this with two or three 
pages of commentary. 


Dr. Barclay writes with careful scholarship and 
a style that is brisk and delightful. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN HOME. Mrs. Paul J. 
Kenct. Moody Press. $3.50. 


To the author, the home touches all phases of 
Christian doctrine and Christian living. Thus the 
subject gives her a wide range for teaching. While 
she writes primarily for mothers, her book is help- 
ful to the whole family. 


Mrs. Kenct makes the home of Mary, Martha 
and Lazarus the setting of the book and focuses 
attention upon the great all-inclusive motive for 
our very existence — to glorify God. Each chap- 
ter is set off by a pictorial illustration by David 
Clancy. Mrs. Kenct intersperses many little homey 
incidents to enliven her chapters and make them 
easy to read and interesting. 





THE PLAGUE OF PSYCHIATRY. Doris G. 
Simpson. Greenwich. $2.00. 


On the basis of her own experience Miss Simp- 
son exposes the practices that are carried on in 
certain mental institutions and explains how vic- 
tims are compelled to submit to incredibly de- 
grading “Soviet-style treatment”. And the book 
concludes with Miss Simpson’s recommendations 
that a new movement be organized to counter-at- 
tack the plague of psychiatry and protect society 
from this notorious evil. While a great deal of 
what she condemns is certainly true, she goes to 
extremes in her condemnation and fails to ap- 
preciate the constructive values in psychiatry. 





CANCER, COMMUNISM, AND CHRIST. Z. Bu- 
ford Randall. Greenwich. $3.50. 


Mr. Randall has been a Methodist minister for 
more than 50 years. He is a member of the Holston 
Conference. He has written this novel to portray 
the altruism and faithful Christian service of a 
minister and his wife. The story of how San Senter 
handles himself and supplies for his flock a splen- 
did example of Christian behaviour is the backbone 
of this intriguing novel. 


ROMANCE AT COURTESY BEND. Marjorie 
Hall. Westminster Press. $2.95. 





The main thrust of this story is how a happy 
hearted girl from Cape Cod matures under certain 
responsibilities during the summer and is_ quite 
ready and eager to go from high school te college 
with confidence about the future. 
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“I wish Il was dead!” 


Terrible words to come from 
the lips of a little child... 


HOCKING, isn’t it? But the little girl was simply express- 

ing what countless thousands of other children feel... 

the forgotten children of the city slums, compelled to live in a 
world of dark hallways and filth-littered alleys, of rancid 
garbage smells and nameless fears. They sleep in musty 
rooms, sometimes three or four in a single bed. They are hun- 
gry so often that the ache has become habit. They see and 
hear things that no child should be permitted to see or hear. 


For these children the worst time of all is the summer. 
Then the air is most poisonous with exhaust fumes and fetid 
smells. Tempers are shortest in the stifling heat. Wailing 





$500.00 endows a bed in perpetuity 
$40.00 gives a child two weeks ot Mont Lawn 
$20.00 pays for one week © $3.C0D pays for one day 











CHRISTIAN HERALD CHILDREN’S HOME 
BUSINESS OFFICE: 27 EAST 39TH STREET 
NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 


Yes, I want to help some poor child spend two wonderful and 
inspiring weeks in God’s outdoors. Here is my gift of $... ek 2 
(I understand that the Christian Herald Children’s Home is a com- 
pletely non-profit organization, and my contribution -is fully tax- 
deductible on my income tax return.) 
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babies, blaring radios, the din of traffic fill the days and 
nights. The slum child is trapped between the sweltering 
walls of his tenement and the blazing street. 

But every year, up at Nyack on the Hudson, there is a 
refuge for many of these children... a pleasant haven high 
on a hill where they may escape for two glorious weeks. 
Here they romp on wide green lawns among tall, shady trees 
... they take hikes through the woods... they go swimming 
in a beautiful modern pool. They eat nourishing meals three 
times a day. They sleep in their own beds, between clean, 
cool sheets. 


Mont. Lawn offers these children a real vacation from the 
heat and dirt of the slums... and it does more. Friendly, 
sympathetic counselors prove to them that not all adults are 
to be distrusted and feared. In the interdenominational 
chapel they learn of God’s love. For most of these children, 
Mont Lawn is an experience that may spell the difference 
between a lifetime of poverty, bitterness, and even crime... 
and a happy, useful future guided by God. 

This summer there are hundreds of children still waiting 
to go to Mont Lawn. Unless we receive immediate help, 
many of these children will not be able to go. The very tot in 
the picture may be one of these unfortunates ... condemned 
to go on staring hopelessly at a world she has reason to hate, 
not only throughout the long, hot, weary summer months... 
but perhaps for the rest of her life! Two weeks at Mont Lawn 
could make such a world of difference to her... but some one 
must make it possible. 


Will you be the one to send a child such as this away from 
the slums for two weeks? Just $40 will pay the entire cost, 
but even the smallest contribution will help. Remember, one 
of these little ones is depending on your kindness. Mail your 
contribution now! 
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